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Consumer Support Grants are cash payments made to participants with functional limitations who need supports and services in order to remain at home.  The payments are used to purchase supports such as human assistance services, respite services, and adaptive equipment.  The Consumer Support Grant provides participants:

[image: image3.wmf]- More control and responsibility over their support services compared to traditional services,

- Flexibility in purchasing services from any person they know and trust,

-The ability to determine when and how the services will be provided, and

-Better access to culturally appropriate care and traditional services.
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To be eligible for a Consumer Support Grant you must

· be able to direct and manage your own care or designate a responsible party to do so on your behalf

· have functional limitations that require ongoing supports to live at home,

· be receiving services through one of the following Medical Assistance home care programs:

1) Personal Care Attendant Services

2) Home Health Aide Services

3) Private Duty Nursing Services

4) Home and Community-based Waiver Services

The Consumer Support Grant is an alternative to these programs.  When you choose the Consumer Support Grant, you will not be able to receive these services at the same time.

If you receive the Family Support Grant and meet the above eligibility criteria, the Consumer Support Grant can provide you with additional funds.
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If you choose to participate, you will develop a Support and Expenditure Plan with the County.  The plan will specify the annual budget and the supports that you expect to purchase within the budget.  It is expected that you or the person you designate to be the responsible party will arrange and purchase your own supports from friends, family or others you trust.

If you are eligible and are interested in receiving a Consumer Support Grant, contact Hennepin County Consumer Directed Options Unit at 612-596-6630 or email hsph.ads.csg@co.hennepin.mn.us 
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The Consumer Support Grant must be used for costs that are not covered by insurance or medical assistance and are related to caring for you at home.  It is not for normal living costs, such as rent and utilities.  Examples of supports that can be purchased are respite care, human assistance services, adaptive or sensory aids, modifications to your home, special diets, etc.


From whom can I buy these Supports?

The grant funds can be used to purchase needed supports from friends, family, neighbors or any other responsible person you trust.

How will the grant affect my eligibility for other programs?

The grant money itself is not considered income for the purposes of determining eligibility for public assistance.

When you choose to receive the grant, you will not be eligible to receive Medical Assistance Home Care Services or Home and Community-based Waiver Services.  

Money paid to caregivers is considered income.  This may affect the caregiver’s eligibility or fees for income-based programs.
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	An Opportunity to
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WHAT IS A CONSUMER SUPPORT GRANT?
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WHO IS ELIGIBLE?





HOW DOES IT WORK?





WHAT CAN THE GRANT BE USED FOR?
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